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test of orderliness in a country is not the number of millionaires it
owns, but of absence of starvation among its masses. The only state-
ment that has to be examined is, whether it can be laid down as a law
of universal application that material advancement means moral
advancement.
"Now let us take a few illustrations. Rome suffered a moral fall
when it attained high material affluence. So did Egypt and so
perhaps, most countries of which we have any historical record. The
descendants and kinsmen of the royal and divine Krishna too fell
when they were rolling in riches. We do not deny to the Rockefellers
and the Carnegies possession of an ordinary measure of morality, but
we gladly judge them indulgently. I mean that we do not even expect
them to satisfy the highest standard of morality. With them material
gain has not necessarily meant moral gain. In South Africa, where I
had the privilege of associating with thousands of our countrymen on
most intimate terms, I observed almost invariably that the greater the
possession of riches, the greater was their moral turpitude. Our
rich men, to say the least, did not advance the moral struggle of
passive resistance as did the poor. The rich men's sense of self-respect
was not so much injured as that of the poorest. If I was not afraid of
treading on dangerous ground, I would even come nearer home
and show you that the possession of riches had been a hindrance to
real growth.
"I venture to think that the scriptures of the world are far safer
and sounder treatises on laws of economics than many modern text-
books. The question we are asking ourselves is not a new one. It
was addressed to Jesus two thousand years ago.
"St. Mark has vividly described the scene. Jesus is in his solemn
mood, he is earnest. He talks of eternity. He knows the world about
him. He is himself the great economist of his time. He succeeded in
economizing time and space; he transcended them. It is to him at
his best that one comes running, kneels down and asks, 'Good
Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?' And Jesus
said unto him, 'Why callest thou me good? There is none good but
one, that is God. Thou knowest the commandments. Do not commit
adultery, do not kill, do not steal,, do not bear false witness, defraud
not, honour thy father and mother.5 He answered and said unto him,
'Master, all these have I observed from my youth.' Then Jesus
beholding him loved him and said unto him, 'One thing thou